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From the Editor
Youth have had a prominent place of concern in the life
of the church-activities, literature and programs relating to
youth are usually high on the agenda of a congregation or
denomination.
In more recent years the older segment—those retired
or nearing retirement—have found an increasingly prominent place on the church and society's agenda.
One could observe that the middle years are the forgotten years. The lead article in this issue makes the rather
sobering observation that these years are more perilous
than the period of youth which we normally characterize
as hazardous and crucial.
While the article "The Destruction that Wasteth at
Noonday" sounds a rather sobering note accompanied by
wise council the article "Too Old for Beginning Greek?"
sounds an encouraging note—dispelling the notion that
age is a barrier to learning. These middle years are the
time to accept challenges which will give a new dimension
to our living and our service, and will add enrichment to
our retirement years.
This past Sunday (June 12) the International Uniform
lesson was on the call of Moses. Among the interesting
observations one can make from that account is the three
distinct periods in Moses' life—each divided into 40 years.
Whatever one can say about the first 2 periods—80
years—it is obvious that the last third was the most
productive. This should give some encouragement to those
who are approaching or are in this last third of the normal
life span. These years can be very significant.
I have received a communication from the Secretary of
the Board of Bishops asking me to express for the bishops
and the pastors appreciation to the Publication Board for
underwriting the cost of the Preachers' Magazine which is
being sent to each pastor.
This underwriting of the subscription cost by the
Publication Board is made possible through the income
from the operations of the Christian Light Bookstores and
Evangel Press.
My friend and beloved brother, Albert H. Engle, has
recently written and published a book—an autobiography—entitled Saved to Serve in Kentucky and Elseto page three
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Editorial

The Prophetic Word
I N the latter part of the fifth and early part of the sixth
chapters of Hebrews the writer deplores the immaturity of
those to whom he writes. He calls them children whose
diet, unfortunately, needs to be milk. He states that by
now they should be mature, capable of solid food.
It is interesting how he characterizes their immaturity.
They "need some one to teach [them] again the first principles of God's Word." They are "unskilled in the word of
righteousness. They are unable to distinguish between
good and evil, since the mark of the mature is to "have
their faculties trained by practice to distinguish good from
evil."
In the early verses of chapter 6 he becomes quite specific
in stating where they have been living and on what they
have been feeding—"the elementary doctrines . . . repentance from dead works,. . . instruction about ablutions, the
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead and eternal
judgment."
The writer to the Hebrews is not critical of the "first
principles" or the "elementary doctrines." These are
essential but maturity demands we go on—to become
skilled in righteousness and to have our "faculties trained
by practice to distinguish good from evil." Maturity is in
evidence as we are "imitators of those who through faith
and patience inherit the promises."
An essential mark of maturity in the Christian is ethical
discernment and sensitivity. This is not only spoken to in
the Hebrew epistle but is clearly stated in Paul's Ephesian
letter, especially chapter 4. Christian maturity is evidence
in holy living. Holy living is possible as the Christian faces
the reality of his own sinful nature and appropriates the
power of the Holy Spirit in light of this need and then
applies the truth of God's Word and the teaching of Christ
and the Apostles to the spiritual, moral, and ethical issues
of life.
The observation by the writer of Hebrews is as up-todate as tomorrow's newspaper. Far too many Christians
are living just where the recipients of the Hebrew epistle
were living. Their understanding of the Christian faith is
not much beyond "the elementary doctrines." Instead of
building upon them they are living in them.
The sermons they want to hear—whether from their
pulpit or over the radio or television—are those that deal
with "the elementary doctrines." The Sunday school curriculum should not go much beyond "the first principles."
The records they purchase, the books they read, and the
conventions they attend are devoted to the "first principles."
Additional evidence of this immaturity is the incredible
contradiction between the statistics of religious renewal in
North America and the fact of increasing moral and
ethical decline. The church is confused on moral and
ethical issues and is insensitive to right and wrong. Freed
from a legalistic past they are adrift, mistaking Christian
liberty for Christian license.
Perhaps we do need to lay the foundations again, for
unless these are certain no growth to maturity is possible.
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But Christian teaching and preaching must take on a
prophetic note as well as the evangelistic note. We need to
go on unto maturity.
This prophetic note in the true biblical tradition speaks
of God's demands as well as of His promises. It speaks not
only of grace but of obedience. The prophetic note distinguishes between good and evil. It recalls and proclaims
"all that Christ commanded." The prophetic note applies
biblical truth to current issues and biblical insights to
everyday decisions.
Prophetic preaching does not deny the meaning of the
Cross for our salvation but it does proclaim that unless we
bear our cross we are not disciples of Jesus. Prophetic
preaching takes its direction from the love of God for all
men but does not stop until we are reminded that the real
test of the Christian is not God's love for him but of the
Christian's love for his neighbor and his brother.
Nor does prophetic preaching—in the biblical tradition—hide behind the comfortable terms of love and
stewardship and nonconformity. The true prophet spells
out these principles in life. Love refers to food and evangelism and sacrifice; stewardship means money and time
and possessions. Nonconformity refers to life style and
recreation and houses and values.
Prophetic preaching will take us to the Gospels and to
James and to the Prophets. We will find ourselves in
Ephesians 5 as well as Ephesians 1 and 2, in Romans 12
and 13 as well as 3 and 6 and 8.
This editorial is not primarily for ministers, this is for us
all. Most of us do not like to hear prophetic preaching,
especially when the preacher gets a little carried away and
preaches about areas which touch us where we live. We
much prefer salvation messages of love and grace and
peace and hope. And indeed we need these. But we need
more.
Most of us claim to want biblical preaching. Let us,
then, who sit in the pew welcome the strong meat of
prophetic preaching. This is needful if we are to go on to
maturity.
Should the message preached seem to be extra-biblical
we have an obligation to, with the preacher, search the
Scriptures to determine if these things be true. If we find
the messages to be biblical we have but one course remaining to us if we are to be obedient—to walk in the light, and
in the Words of Jesus "Do the will of my Father. . . ."
Z
FROM THE EDITOR
from page two

where. This is a fascinating account of one who for many
years was active in the mission program of the church—as
superintendent of the Kentucky Mission area and later as
Executive Secretary of the Home Mission Board. He was
also, for a number of years on the faculty of Messiah College.
Brother Engle's wide circle of friends will be interested
in this readable and informative story of his life. Congregational libraries should have this facet of the history of
missions and the testimony of the motivation and power
which resulted in Brother Engle's years of dedicated
service. His own understanding of salvation as thorough
conversion and entire sanctification is never left in doubt.
Through writing this book, Brother Engle has contributed
to the history of Brethren in Christ missions and to the
understanding of Brethren in Christ doctrine.
The book may be purchased directly from the author at
a special introductory price of $2.50: Albert H. Engle,
Grantham, PA 17027.

3

Tlh® IDtestomndtfoia ftlhauft
WsMeftlh aft Moeedkj
J. W. Nabors

w HEN I was a young Christian, I
thought the Christian life would become easier as I advanced in years. I
was wrong.
True, I am no longer tempted in the
same areas that I was when I first became a Christian, but I find that I am
still tempted. The temptations have
only become more subtle, more
refined.
At no time in life is a person more
tempted than at middle age. The forties have been described as the hardest
years of life. However, it is not altogether the clock or the calendar that
decides one's age, but the state of his
or her soul. To some people middle
age comes sooner; to others later. But
it comes.
Psalm 91 tells us we should not be
afraid of "the destruction that wasteth
at noonday." Noonday is that moment of the day when the sun reaches
its highest point in the sky. Symbolically it represents middle age in a
person's life, a time when he or she is
at his peak. Just as the sun begins to
recede after noonday, so a person
begins to decline when he or she
reaches middle age. At that age one's
effectiveness may begin to wane and
continue downhill for the remainder of
his days.
By the grace of God, however, it
need not be so, nor should it be.
Joshua 14 tells us that Caleb approached Joshua with a request. He
wanted Mount Hebron for his inheritance. First, Caleb recalled that he
was forty years old when Moses sent
him to spy out the land of promise.
It seemed fate dealt Caleb a cruel
blow. He was one of the most promising young men in all Israel. His
qualities of leadership were apparent
to all. A bright future lay ahead of
him. Then it happened. At middle age,
through no fault of his own, at the
time when his powers and abilities
were at their zenith, he was forced to
wander in the wilderness for forty
years—not because of his sin, but because of the sin of his people.
Reprinted from The Alliance Witness. Used by
permission The writer is the superintendent of
the Southern District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance.
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Those years, I am sure, were years
of frustration and disappointment;
they could have made him bitter. He
could have become disgruntled and the
edge of his devotion could easily have
been dulled. Caleb could have doubted
the promises of God; but instead he
came through those difficult years with
undaunted courage and unwavering
faith.
Then Caleb told how God had kept
him alive and well since that time. He
was then eighty-five years old. But he
was as strong at eighty-five as he had
been at forty.
The "destruction that wasteth at
noonday" could not destroy Caleb.
Quite to the contrary, those difficult
years helped to shape him into the
man of God he later became.
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, the
former president of Columbia University, wrote: "If a man's curve of
efficiency is ascending at forty-five and
keeps on ascending just after that
period, it may move upward for his
whole life; but if there is a turn downward at forty-five, he will never
recover."
I can remember ministers of great
ability, unusual talent and good personalities. They possessed what we call
"charisma." And for a while they did
exceedingly well. But they sort of
played out as time went by.
Physically a change begins to take
place in middle age. A person is
usually not as strong as he was in his
prime. The result is a sluggishness of
mind that can be overcome only by
discipline.
Spiritual decadence sets in; enthusiasm for the Lord's work begins to
wane; desire for spiritual growth and
advancement in the Christian life declines; suffering and sorrow no longer
move the heart. We are no longer
shocked by sin, no longer burdened for
the lost. We are content to let things
ride. Our sensitivity to the needs of
others is dulled in our own disappointments in life.
As a result our prayers lose fervency
and urgency. Because of our familiarity with the things of God, they
lose their awesomeness, their holiness.

The end result is that at the time
when we should be at our best, at the
time when we should be the most efficient Christians, at the height of our
service to God when we should be
strongest in the faith, the "destruction that wasteth at noonday" takes
over.
This destruction can be traced
basically to two things: lack of selfdiscipline and lack of vision. To escape
this destruction we must become people of both discipline and vision.
People of discipline: Many things
that I learned in the military have not
been particularly useful, but one thing
has been extremely helpful. I learned
how to accept discipline.
The person who cannot accept discipline and who will not discipline
himself will never be successful in
working with others.
Several boys were playing in a field
one day. A man walking by stopped
and asked what they were doing.
"Playing war," was their reply. "Then
why is everything so quiet; where's all
the noise, where's all fighting?" he
asked. One boy spoke up: "We're all
generals—we can't get anyone to do
the fighting."
Until a man is willing to accept discipline from without he cannot discipline himself from within.
We must discipline ourselves in
Bible study for any spiritual growth or
effective service. The Sunday school
teacher who waits until Saturday to
prepare his lesson is on the decline.
This haphazardness will catch up with
him sooner or later.
The Christian must also discipline
himself in prayer. Prayer takes time;
there are no shortcuts. It takes time to
be holy, as LongstafFs hymn expresses it. I want to be a man of God
and I have often prayed to this end. I
sincerely hope that I was not like
Augustine when he prayed, "Lord,
make me holy—but not now." If we
are going to avoid the "destruction
that wasteth at noonday" we must discipline ourselves in prayer.
We must discipline ourselves in
work if we are to succeed in God's
to page fourteen
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Prayer, a Joyful
Experience
Mary Lou Reycraft

S O M E of the most cherished
memories of late childhood and early
teens come from my church's prayer
meetings. Yes, prayer meetings.
Prayer in my home church was not
God bless, help the gall bladders or ho
hum. We prayed to a real God for real
people. Etched in my memory are
prayers for a baby who had four major
surgeries before he was a year old. Today he's married and has a family. I
still think of him as a miracle.
We prayed for a few people who
needed to come to Jesus. We prayed
for a large family where the dad
needed work and the family needed a
home. Later we praised God for
answering all these prayers.
It wasn't perfect. There was an inordinate number of unspoken requests. Most of us wouldn't have
dared list spiritual problems for fear of
being judged unspiritual or out of
God's will. But on the whole prayer
meetings were for real prayer, specific
prayer.
Prayer was the whole meeting; only
the listing of requests was done at the
beginning. Then we prayed together
on our knees, except for a few whose
arthritic conditions kept them seated.
My knees got sore in those hours.
Often my mind wandered. But the
conviction with which people prayed
convinced me that God was real and
He cared about us.
Those early memories of prayer
remind me now that the strongest way
to teach prayer is to have a good
prayer life myself. As a teacher, I
must be convinced of the power of
prayer in my own life so that I can
model it before others.
Children and even adults who come
time a small boy was asked to say the
blessing. What his dad had prayed at
breakfast was very evident as the child
began "We thank You for this night of
rest." Notice your primary group
This article, recommended for inclusion in the
VISITOR by John Ebersole, the page editor for
the Board of Christian Education, is a reprint of
an article which appeared in The Standard, the
official paper of the Baptist General Conference. Used by permission.
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some time. Have you heard some of
those phrases before? "God bless the
missionaries where they are." Or,
" W e thank Thee, our Heavenly
Father. .. ."
As you are real in your prayers, it
allows the people around you to be
real in theirs too.
Modeling prayer helped me learn
early to pray aloud in a group. At
camp when I was 9, the leaders encouraged us to pray a Bible verse out
loud. I tried it. And after saying a
verse a couple of times I found that I
could talk to God aloud in my own
words. When I got back to my home
church prayer meetings, I was encouraged to pray aloud there too. It
didn't matter that there were older
people who could pray more eloquently; 9-year-old prayers were considered worthwhile too.
At that time I saw praying a verse in
the Bible as a comfortable way to say
something out loud to God. Since then
I've seen even more value in praying
from and/or with Scripture. Today
during my own quiet times, I find myself praying as Paul did for the Colossians or praising God with David in
the Psalms.
When one or two Sunday school
teachers would pray for me aloud in a
class, it made me feel important to
God and to that teacher. Praying
specifically for each child in a club
group is important too. Many children there have never heard someone
pray for them by name. Even if they
come from Christian homes it's nice to
know that someone prays for them
who doesn't have to, who's not family.
Adults too are moved when
someone prays specifically for them.
I've heard our department head pray
for me many times; it does something
to me each time.
When you pray for someone
specifically, thank God for something
about that person. Ask His help for
the child at school or the adult in
family relationships or at work. I wish
I'd picked up more of that earlier in
life. It took me a long time to overcome shyness about expressing my

love and praying for people with more
than "God bless Charlie. . . ."
Is there any more beautiful prayer
for others than that of Jesus for us in
John 17? Or look at the specific prayers Paul made for people and churches
in his care. No timid approach there.
For the Colossians he prayed that they
"may be filled with the knowledge of
His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding . . . lead a life worthy of
the Lord . . . increasing in the knowledge of God." Who wouldn't like
someone to pray like that for him?
For the Philippians Paul prayed
"that your love may abound more and
more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is
excellent, and may be pure and blameless. . . ."
He thanked God for the Philippians' "partnership in the gospel" and
for the Colossians' "love which you
have for all the saints."
Suggestions for m e a n i n g f u l ,
creative prayer experiences abound in
club and Sunday school curriculum,
books, program materials. Key verses
can be said as a corporate prayer or by
a pupil or teacher to God in private
times.
Conversations about what prayer
was like in Bible times and studying
verses on prayer can spark Sunday
school students' prayer interest in
knowing that God cares for them just
as specifically as He did for the early
Christians.
Helping small children thank God
for His love for them, for the beautiful things He has made, for His care
during the day and the night should be
the responsibility of both parents and
teachers.
Look for prayer ideas as you study.
Get in the habit of trying the suggestions in your own prayer life as well as
in your class.
Get in the habit too of thanking
God for what He has done for you, for
the world around you, for the needs
He has met, for what you have been
given, for the people in your life. Pray
as you listen to the TV news for the
people touched by disaster or a
sniper's bullet. Pray for people who
come to mind during the day, for your
pupils as they walk into your class.
Thank God for the blessing of a
beautiful poem or book, a lovely person, a spring day. Thank Him for the
capacity to feel with the person who
hurts, to joy with the child who's
mastered walking, to weep at the loss
of a loved one and for healing memories. Then model that reality of God
in your life as you pray with and for
your pupils, that youth group, a member of your Bible study. And rejoice
that God cares. That He hears and
answers prayer.
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Too Old for
Beginning Greek?
The editor received this letter
accompanied by the following article

Dear Sir:
I am a fifty year old senior at Messiah
College-Philadelphia Campus.* I am
preparing for a preaching ministry. The
seminary where I plan to major in Practical Theology requires all Bible students to
take two years of Hebrew and three years
of Greek. I decided to begin studying
Greek here at Messiah. Languages are
hard for me to learn. I have often thought
that I must have a mental block where languages are concerned. After two semesters
of German, I had had it with foreign languages. But, I wished to study at a seminary which requires Hebrew and Greek.
The enclosed article discusses how I
dealt with the psychological block and the
lack of cultural reenforcement that
hindered my study of languages. Generally, I hope to encourage any older
person who may have a desire to have a
good working knowledge of biblical languages. In particular, it is to encourage the
older inner-city pastor who wishes to
broaden his biblical knowledge but is
frightened by all those horrible stories that
he heard about Greek and Hebrew.
James A. Parsons

S T U D Y I N G biblical languages is
hard work. But my attitude toward
languages made it seem an impossible
task. What I had heard about the languages of the Bible, Greek and Hebrew, caused me to avoid them. In my
avoidance I ruled out all seminaries
requiring Greek and Hebrew. After
eliminating many good seminaries for
various reasons, I was left with three
choices, but they all required Greek
and Hebrew.
I was boxed in between a rock and a
hard place. I could cop out and seek
admission to a seminary that did not
adhere to my Church's doctrine; I
could try to avoid my calling; or I
could try to free my mind of the negative information I had heard about
languages and take a beginning course
in Greek.
* 1976-1977 Academic
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I was led to believe when I was quite
young that some people have a gift for
language while others do not. Not
being born gifted, I saw no reason to
sweat English grammar. After being
out of school for thirty years, by-passing high school completely, I decided
that I would try for a G.E.D. diploma.
I sweated the exam. I sweated until I
was dry. But, I passed it and I learned
about language aptitude. It is a myth.
Over the years I had learned enough
about the English language simply
through reading to make up for the
four years of high school that I had
missed. The passing grade turned my
attitude slightly toward the positive
side. I still felt shaky about studying
English in a formal setting, but I knew
that I had to try.
It was the encouraging words of Dr.
Frederick Bodmer that has kept me
trying for the past four years. He said
that anyone brought up to speak the
Anglo-American language is blessed,
because the Americans have been exposed to Latin and Greek roots and
words from French, Italian, Dutch,
German and Spanish languages. We
do not realize nor take advantage of
this fact. When things get rough, I
remind myself that I am one of those
blessed Americans and keep trying.
Having dealt with the psychological
problem, I then looked at the cultural
problem. It is not expected in many
circles for ministers to study biblical
languages. Because there is no social
pressure to do so, many ministers take
the easy way. They do only what is required by their social peers. This has
not always been the case for the
American minister.
Having freed myself of a negative
mind-set, I was then faced with the
attitude of my friends and advisors.
They did not expect me to go to college. When I asked advice about what
subjects to take in order to prepare for
seminary I could not believe what I
heard: "Man, you are too old to even
think about going to college. As for
seminary, forget it. They will not even
let you in the door." After that came

the static about "who is going to take
care of your family while you are running around acting like some college
kid?" Furthermore, "your brain is too
old to study." And so it went. It was
not until I was in college that I heard
some positive things about older people who may have some educational
gaps and their chances of making it in
college. At a Community College I
met some people just like myself. They
were making it. They did not carry the
work load of the younger students but
they were passing and some of them
made the dean's list.
The impression left with me was
that if all I was going to do was preach
I did not need all that education. I
wondered about this attitude because
it is so different from that of the Puritans. Why single out the Puritans? Because of the impact they made on the
American scene in the seventeenth
century. These people expected their
preachers and lay people to be educated, and they made arrangements
for them to receive the best education
possible for that time. The Puritans
expected their children to study Greek
and Latin, as preparation for college,
in grammar school. The community
set high educational standards and it
was reflected in every aspect of
colonial life. My choice has been
made. It includes Bible languages.
Growing Support
for Christian Colleges
A Free Methodist university president says that changes in the nature
and scope of evangelical Christianity
have led to a surprising growth in support of Christian institutions of higher
education.
Dr. David L. McKenna, president
of Seattle Pacific University, gives this
appraisal of trends in Christian higher
education in an article in the Fall issue
of United Evangelical Action, published by the National Association of
Evangelicals.
Dr. McKenna writes that "students
attend Christian colleges for many
reasons. Skeptics might say that the
enrollment increase is part of the
'busing backlash' against the public
school system. Others claim that conservative Christians want 'safe' places
for their sons and, more particularly,
their daughters."
Without denying these motives in
some cases, Dr. McKenna states, "the
possibility is great that the renaissance in the Christian college today
has surprised the experts because they
did not anticipate spiritual renewal in
the church."
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Religious News
USSR Authorizes Bible Importation
For German-Speaking Christians
The Soviet Union will permit the importation of 5,000 Bibles for German-speaking Christians in remote areas of the
USSR.
The Rev. Paul Hansen, a Dane who is
Europe secretary for the Department of
Church Cooperation of the Lutheran
World Federation, made the announcement before leaving Moscow to visit German Lutheran communities.
When Pastor Hansen first visited German Christian communities in Kazakhstan
last Fall, he said it was "like witnessing a
resurrection of the first Christian community."
During the early days of World War II,
there was a massive forced resettlement of
Soviet Germans from the Volga and Black
Sea areas and from larger Russian cities
into remote Soviet areas.
Predominantly Lutheran, the German
Christian communities include persons of

mennonite
world
conference

Brethren, Reformed, and Mennonite background.
YMCA Reports Membership Boom;
Up 2.4 Million in Five Years
Business is booming for the Young
Men's Christian Associations, according
to Robert W. Harlan, chief staff executive
of the National Council of YMCAs.
Mr. Harlan said YMCA membership in
this country has just passed the 9 million
mark, up 2.4 million in five years.
In line with a policy voted two years
ago, the YMCA is becoming a family organization and 37.7 percent of its members are now women and girls, Mr. Harlan
said.
It is anticipated that in the future half
the membership will be female, he
reported.
Wesleyan Bible Commentary Now
Published by Baker
Reports that The Wesleyan Bible Commentary has gone out of print are inaccurate, says General Editor Charles W.
Carter.
The massive project published originally
by the William B. Eerdmans Company in
1964 as the work of 24 contributors from
nine denominations, has been taken over
by Baker Book House with the consent of
all concerned.
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Wichita
1978

July 25-30,1978

F O R the first time in 30 years, the
Mennonite World Conference will
hold an Assembly in the United
States. The Tenth Assembly will convene in Wichita, Kansas, July 25-30,
1978. The hosts will be the local
districts of four major North American groups: the General Conference
Mennonite Church, Mennonite Brethren, Brethren in Christ and Mennonite Church.
The Assembly will convene in the
Century II Convention Center. This
circular shaped center with a wide
variety of facilities and services will
provide a comfortable setting. Nearby are several hotels and motels that
will provide meeting room and sleeping room space. Dormitories will be
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available on several university and college campuses. More than 17,000
Mennonites live within 100 miles of
Wichita. Many of them will be opening their homes to accommodate
guests.
Attendance projections for the conference have been estimated at 8,000
persons who will register for the week
plus an additional 4,000 who will attend on a daily registration basis. It is
anticipated that up to 15,000 people
may be in attendance at the Saturday
evening and Sunday sessions.
A large number of international
guests are expected. Interest is evident
throughout the world and it is estimated that a total of 1,000 international guests will be attending.

78,000 Letters From Listeners
Flooded Far East Broadcasting
Company Offices in 1976
A total of 78,000 letters from listeners to
gospel programs in India were received by
missionaries with the Far East Broadcasting Company in Bangalore and New Delhi
during 1976.
The letter total represents an increase of
28,000 from the previous year.
FEBC beams programs to India from
installations in the Philippines and the

Seychelles. (See June 10 issue of Visitor,
page 9, Editor).
CIA Had 14 'Covert' Arrangements
For Use of Clergy in Third World
In its final report, the Senate Committee
to Study Governmental Operations with
respect to intelligence activities offered
some observations regarding the "covert
use of U.S. religious groups."
That committee, chaired by Sen. Frank
Church (D.-Idaho) has been succeeded by
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, of which Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D.Hawaii) is chairman. Its report stated:
"The committee considers religious
groups—like academia and the press—to
be among the most important of our society's institutions. As such, any covert
to page thirteen

T h e l a n g u a g e s of the T e n t h
Assembly will be Dutch, English,
French, German, and Spanish. Simultaneous interpretation for these languages will be provided for the morning plenary sessions, all evening
sessions, and the Sunday afternoon
mass meeting.
During the morning and afternoon,
the conference body will be meeting in
small groups of approximately 50
each. In the morning these will be
Bible study sessions and in the afternoon, working sessions.
Each group will be planned so that
all those in a given group will be able
to speak the same language. However, every effort will be made to make
each group as international as possible by bringing together persons
from various nations who speak the
same language.
The four major addresses will be
translated into five languages and
printed in the program book. The program book itself will be printed in five
languages as will the international
songbook.
Registration materials will be made
available in early January 1978. In
North America, distribution will be
via conference offices to congregations. In other continents, registration materials will be distributed via
the G e n e r a l C o u n c i l m e m b e r s .
Registration materials will include
housing request forms. Housing requests should not be sent prior to
registration time.
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Notes on Young Churches

The Church in Zambia
J. Wilmer Heisey

May 24 —
Bishop-Designate
William Silungwe left this morning for
Fuller Theological Seminary (School
of World Missions) where he will be
studying during this summer before
returning to Zambia.
He had come to the missions office
with real excitement of his discovery
of back issues of the HANDBOOK
OF MISSIONS. He sees the roots of
the Zambia Brethren in Christ Church
with new perspective from his period
of study during the past school year at
Messiah College. Said Silungwe, "We
should have a set of these books for
our people to study in Zambia." I
promised to assemble as complete a
set as possible.
Earl Musser and I had opportunities, on our recent visit to Zambia,
to speak and to listen to some of our
brethren there. They want to be heard.
Communication between Zambians
and Westerners are sheathed in parable and hyperbole. It would be presumptuous to assume that all the
meaning of these artful tales are
caught by our western ears.
Our Tonga brethren see themselves
as being profoundly influenced by the
American church and its representatives over the past 70 years. They are
not asking us to withdraw either our
interest or our support. But they do
want to be heard and to have a growing participation in the total life of the
church. Because of the history of our
partnership, they know better than we
do that the days ahead (of growing indigenization) are laden with surprises
for us and stresses for them.
My first long-range look at the
Zambian church came in 1971, sitting
with the Executive Committee as it
considered candidates for the post of
District Overseer. These brethren and
their expatriate missionary colleagues, working through all the intricacies of communication and corporate judgment, reached for a wise
selection. To observe this process at
close range over a long day of discussions has provided a backdrop for the
unfolding drama of the Zambian
church over the past six years.
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The Brethren in Christ have always
understood the gospel to have a profound impact on both the word and
deed of its converts. These same expectations are true of the Brethren in
Christ in Zambia. The fact that disciples in that land master the first discipline faster than the second makes
them similar to their Canadian and
American cousins.
I find richness and diversity of
human spirit in the Zambian church
that matches the twelve disciples
whom Jesus taught and trained for
three years. Undoubtedly, there will
be many more unique experiences with
this Brethren in Christ Church. With
deep gratitude, I testify to a growing
love for the brethren and sisters there.
The young people, I hear, are an exciting lot. Their privileges and opportunities are quite circumscribed—immediately upon graduation from
secondary school, they (men and
women) are required to give a period
of national service, the goal of which is
to advance the cause of "enlightened
humanism."

The fact that this young nation's
programs do not seem to match ours
in efficiency and productivity must be
seen in context. But these people are
on the move—one Brethren in Christ
student has gone almost to the top, as
Prime Minister of Zambia. Others are
coming along and are beginning to fill
significant posts in the life of the
church. The growth curve of the Zambian church is upward.
If I worked constantly at close
range with my sisters and brothers in
the Macha and Sikalongo Districts, I
would have much more to say about
the Zambian Brethren in Christ
Church. It might be that at that close
range, I would be more aware of the
"things which are behind" (Phil. 3:13),
but I want to testify both for the
church and its missionary co-laborers
of their fresh response to "press toward the mark" (Phil. 3:14). For my
part, I am ". . . confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a
good work in you (the Tonga Christians) will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6).

Blind Judgement

It was during a teacher shortage in a nearby Lusaka boys
secondary school that my husband Pete and I agreed to take
on a few periods of religious
education each week.
While classes were changing
one day, I stood checking out the
bulletin board in the corridor. As
the many students milled by, one
uniformed lad walked smack
i n t o me. A u t o m a t i c a l l y , it
seemed, he exclaimed in a loud
voice, "Oh, I'm sorry, my deah."
My first reaction was that he
was NOT sorry at all and, seeing
that I was a new lady teacher,
was trying to be smart. Turning
my head, I watched as he strode
down the corridor, gesticulating
as he continued speaking in loud
tones with his friend, obviously
unaware of the reaction he had
set up in me.

Then he made a left turn and I
saw his face. He was blind.
It is hard to describe the
feeling that engulfed me, standing there with two good eyes in
my head. I was embarrassed and
ashamed. I felt like crying. It was
so unfair to think those thoughts
I had. I repented in my heart for
the quick but faulty mental accusation I made against that
young man.
I have been reminded of this
incident often since that day.
Perhaps it will serve to teach me
greater tolerance for others. It
seems so natural for us humans
to sit in judgment on others without really knowing all the facts
. . . or have you never been
caught in that act?
—Miriam K. Stern
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A First for the Church in Tokyo
John Graybill

O U N D A Y , March 27, was a special
day. Mr. Hashimoto, the first seminary-trained person in the Brethren in
Christ Church here, was formally
commissioned as pastor of the
Koganei congregation. He took over
the actual leadership of the Tokyo
congregation at the time of our annual
conference, April 17.
The Koganei church is the group
which we founded from zero 11 years
ago, and are now on their own feet. I
have been asked to serve on church
board for at least a year in this time of
transition and to preach once a month
in Sunday morning worship. Also,
until Hashimoto san's ordination
(probably in two or three years), I
shall be the one to give communion
and do the baptizing.
The congregation has a budget of
$16,000 this year, a lot of money for
such a new and small group in the inflationary Japanese economy. But
they went over their goal last year and
will probably do the same this year.

In Japan, we often give an invitation to receive Christ only at the end of
a series of meetings. As the Japanese
evangelist concluded his "lecture" and
gave the invitation, six persons in the
audience came forward to receive
Christ—Hashimoto
being one of
them. (For a person to make such a
decision the first time he was in a
Christian meeting is very rare in
Japan. This was the first time in our 17
years of ministry here.)
Hashimoto san was baptized that
October. Since then he has matured
steadily in the faith, consistent and
faithful in his Christian life and testimony. One evening, as he neared
graduation from college, my wife
Lucille asked him if he still planned to
teach music. "I think the Lord is
speaking to me that maybe you have

elementary school but who hopes to
discontinue this job next year, so they
can become a full-time pastoral couple.

He receives "the charge" as the official pastor.

Thus a new relationship has
developed between Mr. Hashimoto
and me. For the past few years, he has
worked "under" me (as far as responsible leadership in the church was
concerned). But since April 17, this is
reversed. I now cheerfully take orders
from him and assist him in whatever
ways I can as the missionary to this
area.
It is a beautiful relationship, and all
of us are happy with this visible step in
the continuing and maturing church in
Japan.

H
The Hashimoto's wedding day, Oct. 18,1975

Hashimoto san was walking from
his apartment to the public bath house
one evening when he noticed a poster
advertising a "Special Night of Music
and Lecture." Being a music major
preparing to teach clarinet, he decided
to go to the meeting, held on the
second floor of a music studio. He
walked into the third of a three-night
evangelistic series sponsored by our
mission. It was in May 1966.
John and Lucille Graybill and daughters Debra
and Barbara are on furlough from their assignment in Tokyo.
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Hashimotosan standing before the Koganei congregation to answer a series of questions.

talents and gifts for the ministry." He
responded that he too had been having
that feeling, but hadn't known how to
share it with us. Especially sensitive
was his relations with his family—the
oldest son, he was the custodian of the
family idols. And while teaching is a
highly respected profession, being a
Christian pastor is one of the lowest
positions in the society.
But despite these obstacles, he
attended seminary for three years,
then served as evangelist in Tokyo before assuming the Koganei pastorate.
On October 18, 1975, he was married
to Michiko, who is presently teaching

Rev. Hashimoto responds with a short message
to the church.

Book Review

BOKOTOLA: A Work of Faith
Fuller, Millard. Bokotola. New York:
Association Press, 1977. 174 pages,
paperback $3.95. Reviewed by Nancy
Heisey, MCC.
The tradition of movements run on
faith is an honored one among Christians. Christ's injunction to take no
thought for the morrow in the belief
that our Father will supply what we
need, when taken at its literal best, has
given us the inspiration of George
Muller, Betsy and Corrie ten Boom
and L'Abri. In Bokotola Millard
Fuller presents the story of his own
faith project, one with a slightly different twist. Along with Christ's words,
Fuller remembers the words of Clarence Jordan, founder of Koinonia
Partners, who said that Christians
should become monumental beggars
for the sake of those in need.
Bokotola, a Lingala word which
means "the person who does not like
others," was the name given to a piece
of land separating European and
African communities in the city of
Mbandaka in northwest Zaire. To
turn Bokotola into a sign of hope and
of Christian presence, Fuller set up a
project to build low-cost houses and
develop them into a community. He
unashamedly describes the monumental nature of his own begging to
reach this goal in the name of Christ.
Fuller's dream evolved from a
housing scheme he had participated in
while he was living at Koinonia
Partners in Americus, Georgia.
Koinonia had set up a Fund for
Humanity which served as capital for
building inexpensive houses for local
poor people. Those receiving the
houses paid for them by a lengthy
series of small interest-free payments.
When Fuller was looking around for a
new challenge, he remembered the city
of Mbandaka which he and his wife
had once visited and began to wonder
why a similar project could not be arranged there.
Fuller began asking for help. He
asked the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) to send him and his family
as missionaries to Zaire. He asked the
regional officials in Mbandaka for the
land to begin construction. He contacted many friends from his time as a
businessman to ask for money to set

Nancy, who at the time of writing this review
was working in the Information Service Department, MCC, has begun a new assignment
with MCC as Assistant Administrator for the
Africa Department. She left, June 10, for Africa
for orientation in her new responsibilities.
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up a Mbandaka Fund for Humanity.
He asked Mennonite Central Committee to provide a number of volunteers to work on the project and, when
he and his family left Zaire, to continue project supervision.
Bokotola is the story of Millard
Fuller. A millionaire before the age of
30, he was forced to reconsider the
direction of his life when his wife
Linda left him. After thinking things
over, he followed her and together
they dedicated their lives to Christ and
to His service. Putting this dedication
into practice included selling their
share of the marketing group he had
helped to found and liquidating their
assets.
But Bokotola is more than the story
of a person. It is also the story of a
bold development scheme in a Third

World country. Fuller does not set up
a philosophical defense for the housing project's style of operation. Rather
he lets the story build its own defense.
The need for decent, clean, durable,
inexpensive housing is depicted
graphically in almost every chapter.
The enthusiastic response and participation of those selected to receive
houses is ample proof that the
Zaireans agreed with the expatriate's
perception of the need. The ease with
which MCC volunteers working on the
project lived among the Zaireans
makes it a valid model for expatriate
national relationships. And the ensuing interest of the community members in small industry and gardening
projects, health and recreation opportunities, points up its value as a total
community development project.
Fuller says himself that the Fund
for Humanity should become self-supporting from the payments made by
those buying houses. But throughout
the book it always seemed necessary
to ask for more from outside sources,
to page thirteen

BOARD FOR MISSIONS
General Fund Statement
Quarter Ended March 31, 1977
Canadian Balance, December 31,1976
USA Balance, December 31,1976
Canadian Receipts
USA Receipts

$

Total Receipts and Balance

966.25
7,875.44
4,237.55
71,572.92

$84,652.16

Disbursement*
Administrative
Personnel
Information Services
Technical Services
Rhodesia
Zambia
India
Bangladesh
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Salem (Labish)
Pharr (Texas)
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Christian Service Ministries

USA
$ 21,675.98
26,666.88
(2,931.43)
511.65
5,563.66
11,509.75
2,264.29
(500.00)
7,442.14
5,947.03
1,410.00
300.00
2,025.00

Canada
$1,604.67

825.00
1,500.00
4,216.90
17,127.39
3,985.53
5,062.96

474.99
2,280.00

Total Disbursements
DEFICIT BALANCE, March 31,1977

$114,602.73

$8,401.96

195.80
1,500.00

1,500.00

825.00

21.50
$123,004.69
($ 38,352.53)

Analysis of Balance
USA Balance
Canada Balance

($35,154.37)
( 3,198.16)
($38,352.53)
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Church Loyalty
in a
Complex Society
David E. Climenhaga

M A N Y Christians can recall the
day when the church was the focal
point for the community. This is no
longer the case. Not only is the church
no longer the focal point but in many
cases it is almost forgotten. It is also
just as true that the church and its
work is not the central feature of the
average Christian's life today. In all
honesty it must be admitted that today's world does not make discipleship and church loyalty easy or automatic.
The Christian lives in a society
where there is action. Not only are
there church services to attend, but
there are school activities, community clubs, Bible studies, social concerns and on goes the list. Family
living is filled with frustration. To sit
down as a family for all three meals a
day is almost an impossibility. To
have daily family devotions demands
rigid discipline, and faced with everything else the day demands, who has
any strength left to exert that discipline? It becomes easy to drift along
with everyone else.
There is a marked similarity
between the conditions that Jeremiah
spoke of in Lamentations 1, and the
society in which we live today. That
which was once important, no longer
is. Where it was once easy to exercise
church loyalty, it no longer is.
At a church council meeting recently, the Sunday school report was read,
in part, in the form of a prayer: "Lord,
all we have is one hour per week in
Sunday school. What is that among so
many other influences as TV, movies,
multiple school and secular activities.
. . . Sometimes it seems like the world
is able to offer so much more to our
children, that we (the church) are
tempted to drop out of the bidding."
Church attendance statistics, frustrated pastors, and harried church
boards, who seek to lead local congregations, give evidence of the sobering
fact that we need to rediscover church
The writer is bishop of the Central
Brethren in Christ Church.
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Conference,

loyalty in this complex society.
The decline in church loyalty
doesn't happen over night. It comes
about so smoothly and effortlessly that
an individual scarcely knows it has
happened or how it has happened. Dr.
Halverson wrote in How I Changed
My Thinking About the Church: "One
of the reasons the institutional church
has become irrelevant to the extent
that it has in our contemporary life is
that many Christians have become so
busy in church work they have not had
time to do the work of the church. The
organization and program demanded
so much of their time, they were
unable to be the servant of God they
were intended to be. They were so involved in church work, they were unable to be involved in the life of the
larger community. The establishment
preoccupied and preempted them. It is
almost as if the church exists for itself." It is true that too many have felt
the heavy load of the church program
for too long and disinterest eventually
sets in. It is just as true that the church
program must be carried on and a true
loyal member will want to do his part
in the church program. But there is
more.
The church (the local congregation)
is a family. We are born into the
family of God when we accept Jesus as
Savior. We become part of a group of
believers by joining a local congregation. God designed that His work
should be done by the church, and
local congregations make up His
church. Each congregation should be
as a family with attitude, actions, and
characteristics of Christ. These are
expressed in loving and caring concern
for each other and in sharing and
acceptance of each other. We should
build one another up in the faith and
equip each other to go out into the
world and serve Christ. What happens, when the church is gathered together, ought to equip each member to
fulfill his ministry wherever he is between Sundays. Following Christ becomes a way of life. Christ said in
Matthew 16:24, "If any man will come

after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me." Discipleship is not living for self. It is
being Christ's person in the place
where He has placed us, accepting and
assisting in spreading His doctrines.
One can do this most effectively by
giving of himself to a local congregation.
Larry Martin, in speaking to the
first congregation to be organized as
the new Brethren in Christ Church in
Chino, California said: "It is my hope
that all who become involved in this
fellowship of believers will experience
the joy of discovery as the Word of
God is opened to us each week, that
we will experience the 'oneness of
fellowship' which comes only to believers in Jesus Christ, and finally, that
we will experience the challenge of
sharing the abundant life with our
friends and neighbors in the community. 'Participating' will be the key
word. This is your church. It will be
your time, energy, money, talents and
most of all, your love that will make it
work. It is actually God's church. We
will accomplish His purpose with His
power working through our lives."
The above is a clear, clarion call to
church loyalty. A call to give ourselves anew to that which is, in the
final analysis, the most important
thing in this life, to glorify God and
win others to Him.
We live in serious days. Gary Hardaway in Christianity
Faces the
Eighties said: "Whether we like it or
not, we are a part of a kaleidoscopically changing world. Some of these
changes appear to bode ill for our way
of life, our children, our church. Now
is the time for Christians to analyze
their position and to prepare a
strategy for the future." He states
further: "If today I am not increasing
in wisdom, spiritual understanding
and knowledge of God, I may well be
shell-shocked by the explosions of tomorrow. It means disentangling myself from purely temporary goals."
The urgency is upon us! Faced with
the sobering fact that we and our children will be prepared for the future by
that which is taught them today within
the home and the church we need to
take a long searching look at where we
stand in church loyalty.
The desire to increase in wisdom,
spiritual understanding and knowledge of God means that, as a member,
I will attend the services of the church.
Psaims 122:1 declares: "I was glad
when they said unto me, 'Let us go
into the house of the Lord.'" And Hebrews 10:25 enjoins us to not forsake
"the assembling of yourselves together."
to page twelve
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The fact that following Christ
means disentangling ourselves from
purely temporary goals means that
Christ and His church will have the
proper amount of our time and
money. We do not ask a return to the
days when the Christian family kept
themselves separate and apart from
the community activities and supported the church only. We do not live
unto ourselves. We do live in a complex society and this society sorely
needs the influence of Christian
leaders in the community and in every
aspect of our living. But unless we
keep our churches and church life
healthy we will be defeating that for
which we were created, to go out into
the world and serve.
Church loyalty demands discipline.
What are the outworkings of church
loyalty? God has given each of us
talents and abilities. Church loyalty
will help us to permit that talent or
ability (or those talents and abilities)
to be used for the work of His kingdom. Church loyalty will help us support our church even if a favorite
pastor moves on to another church, or
if the going gets a bit rough between
members (as it sometimes can). When
schedules become too full, ours, or our
children's, church activities will not be
the first to be dropped. People are
more important than programs and
when we develop a loving, caring congregation, each member of which is
dedicated to doing the work of the
church, people will respond to the
needs of its program (church work),
i.e., Sunday school teachers, choirs,
youth leaders, committees, etc. Is it
too much to assume that when we
truly believe that we are preparing
ourselves for eternity, and we feel real
concern for each other and want to
relate to people, church loyalty and
support for its program will be a
natural outcome?
The church, alive and well, is the
hope of our society. The hope of the
church is people who are willing to
place themselves at God's disposal,
ready to accept His orders in doing the
work of the church. The hope of the
church is people who have a sense of
mission, knowing that unless they do
give of their time and talents to the
Lord, they will not have fulfilled life's
purpose for them. This may well mean
that some activities will need to be
dropped, that priorities will need to be
rearranged. Families may need to sit
together and decide what comes first,
what activities can be done and what
activities may need to be dropped
from schedules. It will simply mean
that we will put first that which will
help us live effectively for Christ here
and prepare us for eternity.
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The old hymn " I Love Thy
Kingdom, Lord" speaks to church
loyalty when it says:
"I love thy church, O God!
Her walls before Thee stand,
Dear as the apple of thine eye,

And graven on thy hand.
For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend;
To her my cares and toils be given,
Till toils and tears shall end." Amen!

Resting in the Lord
Ruth G. Yoder
In Hebrews 12:1 we read ". .. let us
lay aside every weight and the sin
which doth so easily beset us . . ."
Many of us who are Christians are
allowing "weights" in our lives. Perhaps these are small things which seem
insignificant to us and we think they
don't matter. But they do matter, and
sooner or later God will ask us to discard them. Because He loves us and is
concerned greatly about our spiritual
well-being, He reveals to us the
changes we need to make so that we
can grow as Christians. Sometimes He
may need to speak to us for quite a
long time before we agree to change.
God waits for us, patiently. He
doesn't tell us what else He has in
mind once we do what He is asking;
what blessing is in store for us if we
follow His leading; or even what the
next step will be. He waits until we do
what He is asking us to do now before
revealing His further plans for us.
For quite sometime in the not too
distant past, God spoke to me about a
certain matter, specifically my habit of
taking tranquilizers instead of trusting Him to help me in the difficult
times. I heard Him speaking, but it
seemed to me that it wasn't too important. I had been taking them for
years and just took them as a matter
of course. I had gradually been taking
fewer and fewer as time went on, and
compared with the four a day when I
began, I wasn't taking many. But
somehow, I couldn't give them up
completely: I thought I wouldn't be
able to fall asleep nights if I didn't
faithfully take at least part of one.
I presented my arguments to God,
but He continued to ask me to stop
taking them. Finally, one happy day,
God got through to me. I realized that
small as those pills were, or as I

The writer is a member of the Manor Brethren
in Christ congregation.

thought they were, they were indeed a
barrier between God and me. With
His help, I "kicked the habit," and at
the same time begged for His help for
the tense and difficult times that were
sure to come.
Inevitably, those times came, and as
I prayed for help, He gave it. One
night, one of the dreaded, really tense
times came, I woke up and simply
could not relax and go back to sleep.
That night proved to be different.
After the usual battle, I remembered
to give the problem to God, and earnestly request His help. A small
miracle occurred just for me as the
tenseness immediately left and relaxation took its place. It was a sign to me
that truly God was concerned with my
problem and would see me through to
complete victory over it. I thanked
Him sincerely for His help and slept.
Since then, there have been other
upsetting times, but God is faithful.
Gradually, the tense times are
becoming fewer and less severe, and
that is a great blessing. Other blessings
and benefits have ensued, also. My
fears about not being able to sleep
without taking a pill proved to be
groundless; I am, in fact, sleeping
better than I have for years. In
general, I view life with more of a
calm, "as the Lord wills" type of attitude. I have a new sense of joy and
freedom in Christ, which in turn is
making a difference in my attitudes toward other people. These blessings,
among others, have come as a result of
my willingness, finally, to follow
God's leading.
I had no idea of the far reaching
effects of my yielding in this matter,
and so seriously underestimated the
importance. But God knew all along
and was persistent and patient.
I praise Him!
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thirty youth serve christ
through summer service
During the summer months thirty
young people are serving Christ
throughout North America. These
young people are a part of the Summer Service program of the Board of
Christian Education.
To be a part of Summer Service,
young people submit an application
and are recommended by their pastor.
Those that are accepted are assigned
to serve at missions, churches, camps,
and retirement centers. These young
people volunteer their time and pay
most of their travel expenses.
This summer volunteers are serving
as counselors, helping in maintenance
and construction, working in kitchens,
cleaning, teaching in Bible schools and
working with children, assisting in
evangelism and outreach ministries,
and assisting the staff at retirement
centers.
The following is a list of the young
people serving during the summer and
their places of assignment.
Please pray for these young people
as they serve in the name of Christ.
Camp Lakeview, Goodrich, Michigan
Doug Winger—Kitchener, Ont.
Barb Engle—Grantham, PA
Lori Hostetter—Mechanicsburg,
PA
Dawn Crider—Shippensburg, PA
RELIGIOUS NEWS
from page seven

relationship that might either influence
them or jeopardize their reputation is
extremely sensitive.
"Moreover, operational use of U.S. religious organizations differs from the use of
other elements of U.S. society. It is a
special case, in that virtually all religions
are inherently supranational . . . operational use of U. S. religious groups for
national purposes both violates their
nature and undermines their bonds with
kindred groups around the world."
"In its examination of CIA relationships with domestic institutions, the committee has focused exclusively on the use of
U.S. religions organizations," it said.
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Esther Zook—Grantham, PA
Sue Simmons—Mechanicsburg,
PA
Margie Cline—Millersville, PA
Dale Wenger—Shippensburg, PA
Ed Sands—Mountville, PA
Mile High Pines Camp,
Angelus Oaks, California
Dave Smith—Elizabethtown, PA
Kelly Anderson—Saskatoon, Sask.
Shelly Anderson — S a s k a t o o n ,
Sask.
Silke Serzisko—Saskatoon, Sask.
Spring Lake Retreat,
Wurtsboro, New York
Bill Hench—Carlisle, PA
Bob Beachy—Carlisle, PA
Perry Engle—Upland, CA
Shirley Siegrist—Columbia, PA
Palm Valley Church,
Pharr, Texas
Teresa Williams—Mt. Joy, PA
Sandy Holt—Talmage, KS
Messiah Home,
Harrisburg, PA
Sharon Eckenrode—Shippensburg,
PA
Jeff Yohe—Shippensburg, PA
Shirley Smith—Souderton, PA

BOKOTOLA
from page ten

And why, his narrative seems to ask,
should Christians not be willing to
continue giving out of their abundance to meet such need? Fuller's side
projects, such as buying wooden legs
for the "one-legged folk" of Mbandaka and Sunday visits to the Mbandaka prison demonstrate his own total
commitment to service.
The book contains a frank portrayal
of a Westerner's frustration with the
slow style of life in Zaire, the corruption often present in government, the
petty harrassment sometimes experi-

MCC Photo by C. Wiebe.

Navajo Mission,
Bloomfield, New Mexico
Kim Bert—Newburg, PA
Sharon Kling—Manheim, PA
Ruth Eberly—Manheim, PA
Mark Weidman—Unionville, Ont.
Montreal Lake Children's Home
and Saskatchewan Family Camp
Betsy Musser—Lurgan, PA
Angela Witter—Chambersburg,
PA
Kenbrook Bible Camp,
Lebanon, Pennsylvania
Vera Walker, Three Springs, PA
Upland Manor, Upland, CA
Rhonda Cripe—Vandalia, MI
enced by white persons in Africa.
There are sometimes more details
than would interest anyone except
those who have themselves lived and
worked in a Third World country. But
the action never stops moving and
Fuller's strong confidence in the God
he serves provides an almost constant
lift.
In the end, Bokotola becomes
perhaps the most monumental begging
of all. For Fuller is not satisfied with
114 houses in Mbandaka. "What is
God calling us to do now?" he asks at
the end. The answer he finds will require an even greater venture of faith
for him and, perhaps, for the reader.
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service. We cannot stop and take it
easy and succeed.
I read about a man named Oglesby. He was a local preacher, an undersized, quiet old man with a spring of
sparkling humor always bubbling just
beneath the surface.
At the age of sixty-five he had
retired from the University of California. Being a specialist in fruit trees
and having a revolutionary idea about
pruning, he went up to the Pacific
Northwest to demonstrate his ideas
with an orchard of his own. Twelve
years later, after making $100,000
with his orchard, he retired again. This
time he returned to southern California and went into the business of
starting churches.
"Licensed as a local preacher," the
story read, "he would take a new area
assigned to him and start visiting from
house to house, in between times
negotiating for a building site and raising money. Before long he would have
a new church started. Once he got it
nicely under way, he would ask for another assignment. He maintained an
average of nearly one new church a
year. This past year, being eighty-nine
years old, he felt extra ambitious and
improved his record, establishing two
new churches. Someone asked him
how many house-to-house calls he
averaged in a year. 'Oh,' he replied,

Church News

MISSIONS

Carol Heise, daughter of Maxine and
Alvin Heise of New Madison, Ohio, has
begun a two-year term of Voluntary Service with Mennonite Board of Missions,
Elkhart, Ind. She is a member of the Highland Brethren in Christ Church, West
Milton, Ohio, and a 1977 graduate of Messiah College.
Carol's VS assignment will be to serve
as a secretary at Fuller Seminary,
Pasadena, Calif. Relating to the School of
World Missions of Fuller Theological
Seminary, Pasadena VSers work as
l i b r a r i a n s , secretaries or. housing
assistants, helping incoming missionaries
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THE DESTRUCTION
from page four

rather offhand, 'anywhere from 3,500
to 5,500.' Then he grinned and added,
'It's one way to prove you are alive.'"
People of vision: If a person is going
to avoid the "destruction that wasteth
at noonday," he or she must also be a
person of vision. Vision is more than
sight, or even insight; it is seeing the
invisible. In short, we must keep
before us the vision of what God wants
to do through us and of what God
wants to do in us.
First we should ask God what He
wants to accomplish through us.
Horace Bushnell said, "God has a
definite life plan for every human person, guiding him visibly or invisibly
for some exact thing which it will be to
the true significance and glory of his
life to have accomplished."
We need to be aware that God is
working in our lives—through circumstances, through situations,
through people; He is bringing us,
leading us, training us, preparing us
and refining us for some special purpose.
If we lose sight of this vision, we can
become discouraged or embittered.
We may even give up in despair, and
be destroyed by the "destruction that
wasteth at noonday."
Perhaps your aspirations have not
been accomplished, your ambitions

not fulfilled. You may feel as if you
have failed, because you have not become the person you aspired to be. But
you do not have to succumb to this
feeling.
It is reported that John Robertson,
of Glasgow, after forty years in the
Christian ministry, was ready to quit.
The glow was gone from his ministry
and he felt himself backslidden. He
decided to resign, and one morning he
prayed, " O God, Thou didst commission me forty years ago, but I have
blundered and failed, and I want to
resign this morning."
He broke down as he prayed and
between his sobs he heard the voice of
God: "John Robertson, it's true that I
commissioned you forty years ago, it's
true that you have blundered and
failed. But, John Robertson, I am not
here for you to resign your commission, but to re-sign your commission." The re-signing of that commission was the beginning of new and
greater things for Robertson.
Has the "destruction that wasteth at
noonday" affected your life for the
Lord? God does not ask for your resignation. He wants you to re-sign your
commission. He will equip you, empower you, enable you to do that task,
which will be to your eternal glory, if
you accomplish it for Him!

Church Youth
Guests of College

and nationals to find housing. VSers are
encouraged to take part in seminary life
and may take courses for credit or audit.
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert, with
Christopher and Kimberly, arrived home
May 20 on furlough from their assignment as hospital administrator for Macha
Mission Hospital, Zambia.
William Silungwe, Bishop-Designate for
the Zambian Church, arrived in southern
California on May 24, having studied the
past year at Messiah College. He continues his studies through the summer at
the School of World Mission (Fuller Theological Seminary) in Pasadena, prior to his
return to Zambia.

Messiah College extends a cordial invitation to all church youth groups to
visit the Grantham campus for a Fall or
Winter sporting event as guests of the
college. A choice can be made from the
following list of games.
Soccer—with Houghton College on
September 17 at 2:00 p.m., with York
College on September 24 at 3:00 p.m.,
and with Eastern Mennonite College on
October 22 at 2:00 p.m. The latter will
include a cross country meet also.
Men's Basketball—with Bridgewater
College on December 3 at 8:00 p.m. (no
junior varsity game), and with Dickinson College at 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. on
Dec. 17.
Wrestling and Women's and Men's
Basketball—all on February 11 and all
with Eastern Mennonite College:
wrestling at 3:00 p.m., women's basketball at 6:00 p.m., and men's basketball
at 8:00 p.m.
Youth groups interested should write
to Ron E. Long, Director of Admissions, Messiah College, Grantham, PA
17027, two weeks before the event
chosen. Drivers and chaperones are included. Be sure to indicate the number
of complimentary tickets you need.
(The college Snack Shoppe will be
open for your convenience for the evening meal.)

MESSIAH COLLEGE

College Board Meets
In Spring Session
The Messiah College Board of Trustees
had its spring meeting just before Commencement. Dr. Harold H. Engle of
Palmyra directed the sessions.
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, college president,
reported that contributions to the college
are again expected to top $1 million,
resulting in a slight surplus in the budget.
He reported that enrollment figures for
this fall look encouraging. Much credit for
this goes to Ron E. Long, director of
admissions and financial aid.
Luke L. Reefer, Jr., will be returning
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this fall as college chaplain, and the college
is employing a fulltime person in student
counseling.
The board approved the installation this
summer of a small computer which will
handle all administrative processing and
also contribute computing facilities to the
instructional program.
They named Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover,
who has been professor of biology at Messiah for 35 years and now retiring,
Professor Emeritus of Biology. They also
named Miriam Bowers to the position of
Librarian Emerita, effective upon her
retirement this spring.
The formal dedication of the nearly
completed Murray Learning Resources
Center is scheduled for Homecoming
weekend. The event will be on October 15
at 1:30 p.m., followed by open house.
205 Seniors Graduate
The class of 1977 was the largest in the
history of Messiah College. A total of 205
seniors received their degrees from President D. Ray Hostetter as a capacity crowd
looked on in the Eisenhower Campus
Center.
Dr. Ernest Boyer, U.S. Commissioner
of Education, gave the commencement
address. An alumnus of the college, Boyer
was given the Distinguished Public Service
award. The citation, written by John
Zercher, was read by Dr. Abraham Davis,
Jr., dean of the Philadelphia campus.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The "Common Bond" music group
shared with the Grantham congregation on
Sunday evening, June 5, about their recent
trip to Southern Africa and Western
Europe. The pastors are Rev. Robert Ives
and Merle Brubaker.
On Wednesday evening, May 18, the
W M P C of the Montgomery congregation
enjoyed the ministry of returned missionaries from Africa, Donald and Dorothy
Potteiger. Rev. James Ernst of the Paramount congregation ministered to Montgomery on Sunday, June 5, for pulpit
exchange. The pastor is Rev. H. Melvin
Boose.
Special guest of the Mt. Rock congregation on Wednesday evening, May 29, was
Rev. Albert Engle who autographed copies
of his recent book, Saved to Serve in Kentucky and Elsewhere. Rev. Avery Musser
is the pastor.
A slide presentation, "Men of Righteousness," was presented to the Pleasant
View congregation on Sunday evening.
May 29. Spurgeon Lady created and
directed the commemorative program. A
variety of musical selections was given by
the Rev. Gerald Wingert family of the
Pequea congregation. The pastor at Pleasant View is Rev. Harold Bowers.

Atlantic

The Conoy congregation held a Family
Life Conference the weekend of May 2022. Rev. and Mrs. Donald Martin,
Ephrata, were guest speakers for the
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adults; Dr. Milton Good, local Christian
doctor, spoke to the teens; and Mrs. James
Lauver had special sessions with the children. The pastor is Rev. Jay Sisco.
The Lancaster congregation has decided
to hold their mid-week service in the
homes for the summer months of July and
August. Rev. Eber Dourte is the pastor.
Manor's assistant pastor, Dale Engle,
led twenty-eight youth and advisors on a
back-packing trip over the Appalachian
Trail the weekend of June 3-5. The pastor
is Rev. John Hawbaker.

Canadian

The Heise Hill congregation celebrated
100 years of ministry on Sunday, June 19,
with Dr. Carlton O. Wittlinger as guest
speaker in the morning and evening services. Bishop Swalm, Jesse Steckley, Mary
Cober, and Henry Heise spoke in the afternoon service following a fellowship meal.
Rev. James Cober is the pastor.
The Port Colborne and Welland congregations report a joint baptismal service
on Sunday evening, April 10, when three
persons were baptized. The pastors are
Gordon Gilmore and Walter Kelly.

Central

Children's Day was observed by the
Bethel Community congregation (Cassopolis, Mich.) on Sunday, June 12. All
children present were honored in the morning service. A puppet program and film
strip on Child Evangelism were given in
the evening service by Dale Comstock.
Rev. Devon Bontrager is the pastor.
The Union Grove congregation was host
to the Nappanee congregation on Wednesday evening, June 8, for a missionary
service. The film, "The Planting of the
Lord in Africa," was shown. The pastors
are: Union Grove—Rev. Rod Hill and
Nappanee—Rev. Eugene Wingert.

Midwest

Recent guests of the Dallas Center
congregation were Rev. Elbert Smith,
Elizabethtown, Pa., on Wednesday evening, May 18, and the "Gatway Singers" on
May 29 for the Laymen's Fellowship. Rev.
Millard Haldeman is the pastor.
Missionary guests of the Zion congregation during the month of June were Eva
Mae Melhorn on the 19th, and Dr.
Virginia KaufTman on the 22nd. The
pastor is Rev. Paul Z. Hess.

Pacific

On Sunday, June 5, Rev. Larry Martin
was installed as pastor of the new Chino
congregation by Bishop Don Shafer. The
congregation held its first service on May 1
and has been growing with three or four
new families attending each week.
A Service Team from the Sandia congregation is helping to erect the Navajo
Community Center. The congregation,
under the leadership of Rev. Warren Hoffman, is developing an outreach team.

Births

Bolin: Michael James, born April 27, to
Richard, Jr., and Leona (Musser) Bolin,
Morning Hour congregation, Pa.
Herr: Sheila Marie, born May 3, to Mr.
and Mrs. Ira Herr, Pequea congregation,
Pa.
Hess: Richard, Jr., born March 30, to
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Kipe: Mandy Marie, born May 26, to
Mr. and Mrs. John Kipe, Fairview Avenue
congregation, Pa.
Musser: Jeremy Edward, born April 5,
to Roy, Jr., and Sherry (Carson) Musser,
Petersburg congregation, W. Va.

Weddings

Brandt-Greenawalt: Joan, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Greenawalt, and
Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Brandt, both of Conestoga, Pa., May 21,
in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Gingerich-Hollinger: Lois Elaine,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hollinger,
and Richard Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Herman Gingerich, both of Greencastle,
Pa., April 30, in the Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating.
Light-Walters: Beth Ann, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy Walters, Harrisburg, Pa., and Robert, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Light, Palmyra, Pa., June 4,
in the Skyline View Brethren in Christ
Church with father of the bride and Rev.
Robert Lehman officiating.
Shenk-Miller: Joan, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Miller, Conestoga, Pa.,
and Robert, son of Mr. Homer Shenk,
Washington Boro, Pa., May 14, in the
Manor Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.

Obituaries

Bierley: Cora M. Bierley, Chambersburg, Pa., died May 16, 1977, at
the age of 75. She was the daughter of
Amos and Ida Brechbill. She was married
to Harry C. Bierley who preceded her in
death. She is survived by three children:
Helen, Edwin, and Howard; nine grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and
two brothers. Two children preceded her in
death. She was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church where
the funeral service was held with Rev. H.
Melvin Boose officiating. Interment was in
the Montgomery Cemetery.
Fultz: Paul M. Fultz, Ulysses, Pa., born
May 7, 1911, in Milroy, Pa., died May 18,
1977. He was married to Dorothy Snook
who survives. The funeral service was held
in the Koch Funeral Home with Rev.
Thomas Bouch and Rev. Allen Brubaker
officiating. Interment was in the Ulysses
Cemetery.
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The Contemporary Scene
Center of Gravity Shifts
To 'The Third Church'
The 500-year-old era of Western missions spreading the
gospel to the far corners of the earth is ending as the center
of gravity of Christianity shifts to the Third World.
And the local churches of that world—in nations loosed
from colonial bridles and heady with independence—are
stepping to the fore, ready or not, to assume responsibility
as full-fledged partners in the Christian family.
No longer culturally captive, this "Third Church" will
set its own course, and throw off Western patterns of worship, liturgy, building and custom. Foreign evangelists who
insist on remaining ignorant of local mores and who
exhibit paternalistic attitudes will be sent packing.
Such is the thesis of an influential Roman Catholic
"missiologist," Father Walter Buhlmann, O.F.M. Cap.,
secretary-general of the Capuchin missions throughout the
world and teacher at Rome's Gregorian University, which
historically has graduated many of the Roman Catholic
Church's future leading bishops and even popes.
Court Might Endorse
Non-Theistic Agencies As 'Religious'
A Baptist study has concluded that "there is a high
degree of probability that when a proper case arises, the
Supreme Court will hold that non-theistic, as well as
theistic beliefs, constitute religions."
John W. Baker, Ph.D., director of research services of
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, states in
the March issue of Report from the Capitol that the staff
report is an in-depth analysis of case law and literature on
the subject.
"The Supreme Court has recognized and supported religious pluralism as a mandate of the religion clauses of the
First Amendment and as desirable public policy," he
writes.
"This support of religious pluralism, the Court's likely
position that non-theistic beliefs constitute religions, and
its requirement that government be evenhanded in dealing
with both religion and irreligion create the legal necessity
that the constitutional doctrine of separation of church
and state be applied to non-theistic religions as well as to
theistic religions.
"As a result," Dr. Baker continues, "neither TM
(Transcendental Meditation), Buddhism, Humanism, nor
other non-theistic religions can be directly or indirectly
established, but neither can their right to a free exercise of
religion be curtailed."
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Broadcasters On
Violence and Sex
Wilson C. Wearn, chairman of the joint board of directors of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB),
said that the NAB is formulating a policy to reduce the
amount of sex and violence on television, and it expects to
have a concrete plan by this summer with the cooperation
of the networks and program producers.
Wearn, president of Multimedia, Inc., Greenville, S. C.,
said the NAB Board has directed the Television Code Review Board to formulate clear, strong advisory guidelines.
He said NAB representatives have met with representatives of the three networks and with a number of producers
of television programming.
He said both groups expressed concern over the problem
and a willingness to work with NAB to develop new and
effective methods of self-regulation.
Wearn added that "violence is not going to suddenly disappear on television just as it is not going to suddenly
vanish from our society. But we are trying to do something about the total amount of violence and the programming that is offensive to the public. . . . By doing so
we believe we are recognizing our responsibility to the
American public."
46% of Children Under 18
Have Working Mothers
New data released by the U.S. Labor Department
reveal that 46 percent of children under 18 in America last
year had mothers who worked outside the home—a rise of
7 percent since 1970.
The report also noted that 37 percent of pre-schoolers
had mothers who worked outside the home, an increase of
8 percent since 1970. An estimated 28.2 million children
last year had working mothers.
Increasing numbers of working mothers probably reflect
a growing divorce rate and a trend toward increased
female participation in the work force, the department
said, observing that "divorced mothers have higher labor
force participation rates than other women with children."
In 1975, the median family income for families in which
both mother and father were in the labor force was
$17,200, compared to $14,300 for families in which only
the fathers are employed.
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